“Children 'shouldn't be jailed' AMA's NT chief wants rehab for youth offenders”, 
Northern Territory News, Sunday November 11, 2018, page 12.

Australian Medical Association NT president Robert Parker said children, particularly those who are first offenders, should not be detained within watch houses or adult prisons. 

The push comes as 24 youth detainees are held at the NT Police's Darwin watch house after Tuesday night's riot...

Yesterday, Acting Chief Minister Nicole Manison said the young people would be moved back into Don Dale this weekend. Dr Parker said this was the ideal chance to relook at the youth justice system. 
“Youth offenders, particularly those in their first offence, should be in youth rehabilitation facilities,” Dr Parker said, “That's going to do a lot more to address the trauma and other issues that often lead to offending, rather than sticking them all in prison where they learn bad habits.” He said those being detained in the watch house were at risk. “We're concerned about their physical and mental health,” Dr Parker said. “We understand (why they're there) but we hope they have had appropriate assessments to check their health.”
Comment: The United Nations’ Rights of the Child states that Children should not be imprisoned. Graham X was 15 years old, and legally a child when he was charged with sexual assault in 2003. Almost four years later he was imprisoned in notorious Berrimah jail in Darwin for seven years.

Not mentioned in the above article is the racial nature of Northern Territory youth detention. As an Aboriginal youth, Graham X was charged with a sexual assault in suburban Darwin when he was 15 years of age. He should have rightfully been tried in the Children's Court but his case was delayed for over three years through no fault of his own. The excuse given was that the prosecuting police officer had domestic problems. By the time of his appearance before Chief Justice Brian Martin, Graham X stood before the jury as an almost 19-year-old man, while the judge referred to the complainant as a naive 13-year-old child. As Graham X explains it, his sense of reality was challenged to find himself on trial years later for what, in his social milieu, was a normal teenage sexual encounter. Then he was further stunned to be sentenced to seven years in an adult prison (he chose neither to admit any guilt nor to participate in a sex offenders program with pedophiles in the prison, and was not eligible for parole after 5 years). He served the full seven years in notorious Berrimah prison as a vulnerable youth.  As a result, the effect on his young mind has been shattering, not to mention the lost youth and separation from his new-born daughter and her mother. In 2018, four years after release, Graham X is institutionalised and shows untreated symptoms of anxiety, PTSD, and substance dependency. His future appears bleak.
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Children ‘shouldn’t be

PHILLIPPA BUTT

AS authorities continue the
costly clean-up caused by the
damage during the Don Dale
riots, the Territory’s head doc-
tor has demanded children be
removed from lockup and in-
stead directed into rehabili-
tation programs.

Ausiralian Medical Associ-
ation NT president Robert
Parker said children, particu-
larly those who are first of-

AMA's NT chief wants rehab for youth offenders

fenders, should not be
detained within watch houses
or adult prisons,

The push comes as 24 youth
detainees are held at the NT
Police’s Darwin watch house
after Tuesday night's riot.

The clean-up and return of
young people to the centre was
delayed after Territory Famil-
ies failed to find the master

keys stolen by the rioters for a
couple of days.

Yesterday, Acting Chief
Minister Nicole Manison said
the young people would be
moved back into Don Dale this
weekend. Dr Parker said this
was the ideal chance to relook
at the youth justice system.

“Youth offenders, particu-
larly those in their first offence,

should be in youth rehabili-
tation facilities,” Dr Parker
said. “That’s going to do a lot
more to address the trauma
and other issues that often lead
to offending, rather than stick~
ing them all in prison where
they learn bad habits.”

He said those being de-
tained in the watch house were
atrisk.

about
mental

“Were  concerned
their physical and
health,” Dr Parker said.

“We understand  (why
they're there) but we hope they
have had appropriate assess-
ments to check their health.”

A Territory Families
spokeswoman said it was up to
the courts to determine a
young person’s sentence.

NEWS U5

“An additional nurse has
been provided along with a
psychologist. The medical
needs and health and well-
being of the young pecple is
constantly being monitored
and assessed,” she said.

“Three young people have
been taken to the Royal Dar-
win Hospital including two
young people at risk and an-
other young person for freat-
ment of an injury sustained
pre-detention.”
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Call for calm

IN response to the latest ram-
page at Don Dale many Dar-
win citizens will be calling for a
stronger punitive approach to-
wards juvenile offenders; how-
ever, the Royal Commission
has shown this has not worked
in the past. The fact that at one
point all juveniles in detention
were of Aboriginal descent
also suggests a racial element
exists, both in the justice sys-
tem and in society as a whole.

The “lock ‘em up” solution
does nothing but produce re-
sentful and damaged souls
who are often destined to be-
come a burden to their
stressed parents and grandpar-
ents, further straining the so-
cial fabric.

The Australian public has

. belatedly expressed great sym-
pathy for the kids detained on
Nauru. After five years on the
island, refugee children are
now being offered psychiatric
care and other assistance
when they are transferred to
Australia. What about Abor-
iginal youths, incarcerated in
far harsher conditions?

Many become institution-
alised, and are released with
untreated psychological con-
ditions, including anxiety and
PTSD. The end result is often
substance addiction and a
premature death.

This is not a theory, but
comes from personal .experi-
ence, one shared by many Ab-
original families.

Dr Bill Day, Consulting
Anthropologist





